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aving at Notre Dame Hel 
to the Mo-dettes,we eventual 


ted on st 
WNELiL we conld talk 


identified ene and asked about an interview.Er, 
they siad,wetre bit bored with interviews ‘cos 


they always ask the same questions So 
backwards ooo 


US:Whsat do you 


we started 
think of the "new music",of 
which Gary Numan's the safe part?. 

JANE:He's just a rip-off of David Bowie.He's 
good fun alright,but I prefer oid Kraftwerk. 

US: What shout Can? 

JANHE:Oh Can;the only thing I ever heard of 
theirs was oe double album Tago Tago,and that 
was superb,bloody good.But Pane Numan;he's such 
a blatant plagiarist.. 

ROMANA:I prefer the old ones like Eno. 
US:Have you heard Robert Fripp)?. 

JANE:Hate himeWhen he played with Eno r aian't 
like thw album at allsEno's brilliant,and when 
David Bowie got together with him,that was even 
better. But Robert Fripp's an urrrgh?t 

US:What about tape machines(to do with a 
digression about Fripp's anti-bootleg attitude)? 


3 
£ 


a! 


Boomers eee 


JANE:Well,lots of people tape us,but you 


-over really horrible.You either get no vocals and all bass, or all 


drums.(KATE KORUS:¥ou take it home and you 


USs Oe think zou tre better live {han on tape or sn aol 


couldn't do anything with it.It usually 
: 


miter end voce] 
think "God am I that badt") 
Jane:Oh I don! 

KatezIt eee 
JanezIt depends on how 


Knows ac 


KatesWheh you stert recording you stert thinking 
about all the things you e:n doswhen you've got 
the time end the machines,you get everything 
gokng. 

Janet..eand when you're not limited to say, 
‘guitar and vocals. 

Romana:The sys is,when we're on tape we don't 
want ¢6 Be too “nice™ = theat*s the Is *t thine we 
want todo. 


Janezi*m not. rec 
started. 


When 


i ops E Ae Reser 
the Slits*LP come cir 
+ 
wu 


were on -bout how they worked toze the 
Studio; juaging on ‘the success of the relstion- 
ship,the musicsi preduct would follows e. 


KatezWell it 
well you can work 1 
of all you understand abe 
you don't have to explain in 
Secondly you leernm how = ret 

Janet Well : = 
David this 
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helps.if you 
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eee But we ended up the best of friends; 
we were running amok over the mixing desk. 


Back to the StUGLO eee 


Kate: Everybody's got a different way of 
doing it, but when you spend time in the 
studiog you tend to spend hours on end in 
each other's company. It's always sweat}; 
concentrating reaily hard, concentrating 

not only on the music but on each other 

too3 trying to get the most out of each 
Othere 

Jane : We've all got our own ways of playing. 
Kate plays the guitar in a very distinctive 
way. It's been described as this and that, 
but it is Kate's way. My bass playing is 
self-taught, and it's not based on anything; 
it's unusual. Ramona's singing is very 
different; <ilune's drumming is very neat 
and cCrispe 


'6 that it isn*t just 2 


Ramonas The thing 

noisee When you do something with other 
people it just '‘appens. You can't work 
really hard on something with other people 
without cetting close enough to them to 
almost read their minds. 


Us: Whenever you see a group on stage you 
know they must be seally close, or else they 
wouldn't be there, unless they were just 
doing it for money. Sut as a group you have 
all those people below you whom you don't 
know at all. 


Do you ever feel it's them and you, separate. 


Kates Well you get some of the audience just 
standing there, and you feel that you're just 
beating your head against a brick wall. But 
even that gives you something to work on, a 
challenge. Working against their apathye 

If they are totally unresponsive it's not 

so much we're up here, etc., but working 


against their stone-facedness. You're 


trying to fill a blank; 
really angry. 


Us: When you're producing a record you have 

a completely different market, you're playing 
to people who may never actually go to gigs: 
when you're playing at a gig, you often 

have an audience who are naturally suspicious 
and cynical. 


it can make you 


Kate: Well, an audience totally for you is 
very heartwarming, Dut eee. 


Us: Well, saying to an audience "Now we're 
going away for ten years, and you'll be here 
when we get back" (size groups like Led 
Zeppelin, Pink Floyd, Fleetwood Maes etc.) 
isn't a very good +dea. 


Kates: It just typecasts you. 


Finally, the bad press given to the Mo-dettes 
by one Sounds hac=-kette, who gave them a 
pretty venomous write-up. 


Ramona: I don*t really care whether the 
critics like you or not — it's whether 
people like us. 


Ja-e: I don't mind whether people like us or 
not, as long as they enjoy the music — Mo~ 
dette music. | 

Kates: The number of people who came up after= 
wards and said, "Well what was she on about - 
is she really jealous of you or something? 


Janes: She is — she's a fat old bag. 


Kates Journalists are just people; it's their 
opinion that they write down. 


And my opinion? The Mo-dettes 
very competent group who have 
(they returned from mixing at five in the 
morning to play this gig). yOu alay Sate, 
booing the support act, cheering the head— 
liners, you may not admit to liking them just 
yet. But. one day e+. 


are a. tight, 
plenty of guts 


AS Just another product of cociety, ine Stranglers were his favourite band.ie bad 
bought the records, felt goed when be heard iss parents criticizing the lyrics is 
iushed tones,and he had scrawled "No More Lerces" all over his desk at school, 
fe would never bave gone to tie concert if his friend Jark bedn't suscested it, 
mark bad pet the tichets,serk vent to concerts, ark tilked about “epecd" ond he wos 
glad to knew Vark, 

avang persuaded his mother thot no possible harm could come to nig it the cone 
cert,he met Mark cutsice the tebe stetion.As they went isto the theatre he was struck 
by the number of burly wen whe scowled of fim as he passee.Une eof them shoved him, ran 
his hands bricfly but roughly down his body,gearclinsg for a weeporn that both knew 
coule never be thereeThey shoved their tickets to another set of bouncers as thev went 
to their seats. The music coming from the two stacks ef speakers ran through his head: 
he recognised most of tice songs tiat the 1 rlayed fro “ieky norne,whom he listened to 
most nights.ethe support band,Curves(he thought tin. man said "Acris")came onsbhe found it 
interesting,but just like a feud version of Top of tne ioiseie accepted the Cisarette 
which Mark offered,managed with difficulty te get it eligat ind wine d at his friend's 
amusement as he coughed sounclessly,the noise being buried by the wusic,vut even if it 
was short of his ideals so far,he knew that The Stranglers would be different, The per- 
formance would be es safe as the recordsjsoncw «t curing,helf=-mysterious,and a Little 
confusing when he didn't understand the Itvrics,He trusted ther: implicitly. 


STRANGLERS: 
please don't 


hurt the kids 


The lights dimmed and he felt a surge of excitement.He didn't mind about the noise 
now, this was his favourite band,and he was as close to them as he'd ever been.ite was as 
good as all those people at school who talked about gigs on Hionday mornings at break. 

Now he could do it toe.The lights on stage flashed on as he recognised "Five ‘:inutes", 
Everyone surged forward,and he followed,anxious to be closer to the band.But while every= 
body else noticed the threatening figures moving forward at them,he only had eyes for the 
stage.fiugh Cornwell standing almost still,Jean-Jacques hopping around and pointing the 
neck of his bass at the figures at the front,Jet Black,drumming furiously,and Dave Green= 
field,whirling from keyboard to keyboard,while the notes ripped through his mind.The 
punch caught him in midair as he leapt over a row of seats."Get back,you little bastard:" 
growled a deep voice,and he ran backwards. =. . 

Having found Mark again he tried frantically to stop the blood dripping from his 
bruised nose onto his shirt afd trousers.He was-more scared of what his parents would 
think than he was of the pain He tried again to jump up and down,to imitate the inaudible 
cheers at the end of every song,and to imagine himself on stage.It didn't work.iiserably 
he watched,cheering up minimally when an old favourite was played = "Bring On The Nubiles’ 
or "Burning Up Time " being the best.After going off to ecstatic cheers the group returne 
for one encore.Then the lights went up and suddenly everyone was booing.0n his way out 
he heard a slightly drunk voice singing "Stranglers - sellout*, 

In the cold night air he stopped,waiting for Mark to catch him up.He hated the 
ringing in his ears.He hated the incessant screaming from people going home.He hated the 
painjbut much,much worse,he hated The Stranglers. 


ee) 


You've probably never heard of them unless you've been up in Carnaby 
Street,where they used to be found playing nool.But now,with the price of pool 
50p,our lads sre setting more acquainted with their set on most Seturday and 
Sunday cfternoons.I promise you thst you'll hear more of them in the futures 
either they're brilliant or they're crap,according to your own opinion(At any 
rete,both would cualify them for success). 

The Jetours sare 


JoHN ~- Bats Vocars 
Deus e BRrums 
SwaAar - Gorme /yvocacs | 
SNIPER - VEALS /HaRmente 


411 aged between 16 and 


""Being in the detours is like being compared to a man with 
death watch beetle in his woocen 12g. It's better than beiny a 
ing a man with a tin leg in a thunder storm." 


VOB; What would you say your musical influences are 7 
OT'S:The kinks, The Damned, Sex Pistols, Talking Heads. 
VVOB: Wouldn't you say that that's rather a strange mixture. 
d@ma; Extremly, but we don't reelly have a specific infihuence, if you want. 
to know what our music'S like come and see us. 
VOBsHave you got any plans for e record or more gigs? 
delees: ie haven't cot any plans for a record at the moment, but wefre think— 
ing of maybe bringing out a cassette of a few of our songs and s2lling 
ourselves,perhaps mail order. As for gigs we played the Crawdaddy Club 
(in Croydon) recently which is areally good place because it lets any- 
body play there,like audition night at the Roxy. We shoulc also be de- 
ing some gigs supporting The Nips in the near future.Uh, we might cha- 
nge our name, we probably will. 
VOB: Why? 
dehy: Because of its connections with mod.We don't want a sit u ation where 
we just get a steriotype audience or anything like that. 


DETOURS LIKES 


JOHN likes ... Itakian Food with moodles on it... 
SNIPER likes . “ried baked Leans (7?) ... 
COUG likes ... pineapple FraBters ««s 


STEWART was is heavily into Farley'*s Kusks «e. 
DETOURS FAVCLRITE SONGS 

Jack of Cards ... Max Bygraves .e. Cult Figures ... Zip Nolan ... Ihe sam 
: All Around the World ... You've got my number ... ‘the Damned ... Help ! 
& She's got Everything ... The Kimks ... Generation X ee. Not Nok Nos 
I am the Fly es. Wire ... Talking Heads ... Psycho Killer ... Love Lies Limp ... 
ATV .e. Pleasant Valley Sunday ... Plastic Man .«e. The Kinks «ee Don't Give 
Me mo Lip we. Sex Pistols-... Spiral Gepaten «<<.0 HUZZCORKS <4: 1D°7 ae Te ag 
. Smoke Stack Liuhtming eee ? eee 
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fin « copy of “Avother ceusic in A vaffere t Kitchen" sisitly so,'cos thet album 


Captured the bast of che giec:s Bevete=Sheliey partnersiurp,anu the ies. of Shetley’s 
own work. "Acocier lhusic ete.” cume out two years age, 

renetretion ana Phe Adverts ure the latest to take the honourubie way out. rhe 
Ciash are presently working on tse LoAswhen they break there they'il be enorneus 
but outdated iiie rest cave gone their ways,nearly oli honestiy,eltiier Gaomitting 
defeat or chansing direction, 

ALL excepe The iuzzcocks.it would be fair to nave expected all or nothing afta 
tee first album,bet The buzveecks tock the «icele readjpinoifensive enough for fore, 

he punksei went toe eXamine 

ePial,but bopefully werthenii 


° 
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yet still piavins Toud ensusa to attroet the lest ef t 
The Bugzéocks,expeciing a difficult evening ef nev mat 
as an indicator of rew dire ctions.iaviny seen tiem play (1 tnousit) for the last 
time tere xreat songs of the euriy cavs,at bammersmith in March,! was more than 
interested ii chew they'd coped with the influx of new ideas. 


cicht montns iater they haven't coped at all .They stijl play the first albun, 
congescendky and smugly.Thney stink of complacency,and the worst kind of hypocrisy; 
extorting the fans.Playing thease songs now kills them,but as Sheliey puts it,”"2 Don’t 
hang", The pew sangs are incredibly bad with the honourable exception of "You Know 
You Can't heb: kt" by the improving Steve Digzle.- 

tne poaderous quality of the rest is only masked by the gems 
thst are stiil being trundied out. | 

aifway through the set,in the interminable drum solo which punctuates "Moving 
Away From The Pulsebeat",a ruacie brings on a cigarette for Shelley,who takes a 
few drags,tien deposits it in an ashtray on an amp.We has a drink,he returns front- 
sta;e and smiles in best nursemaid fashion ut some «kid who queued to get in the 
front rewyie sometimes strays to the right,or inclines his head te lend weight to 
the theory. that the Buzzcocks are actually playing. 

Why?Basically it's cowardice on the band‘s part,and blind,bland ignorance on 
the fans’ port.The cracks that everyone saw appearing months,even years ogo, have 
eniarged,but are still bridged by absolute faith from the audience which even the 
band despise.Cosardice,because none of the band admit that they are going nowhere, 
only deluying the e xplosion which will follow mass understanding of the passive 
ripeoff The Buzzcocks now are. 

: They’re a parody,but the criminal thing is that the imitation is of a once 
superb banc. f 
Time’s up,Pete.. 
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heavy and tedinussa group se heavily into visual cone 
cepts teminds you instantly of Genesis ar ELT.But che 
humar Leeque are stit] funny You 8an reve: take ere 
lyric cae superPirial corsideration because they 
are lightweight, except in rare intervals of secactise 
Eaeas"Onntiensestionsit's easy iG say 

fut 3° you're rok a hermitythe ctiyts 0%, 

If EPat scunes lixe a descripttor. of Mugak,that is 
cht case. because the . €ague pracuce clei r,srtf 
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sre:. Ehe Teade“s af 
Epis very Goubt ft fieie fut to produces baral muste tha> is Gumuinely interesstingsan ier t 
music.is virtually impos-ible.fFra,Bow's e-d Fripo hewe all tried fo echizua at, 2: latter 
farting very heavily om his fece. The Fuman League stroli inte suceess.Tnat imey are o:ill 
chancing the fors amt reprusentatio: of their art is even more sncuur-gings; if they neve 
ptaduce anytniny of wocth ever egair,they at least dic noc "Fag Uhis genre ta death, 

Tee elbur stacte with "A mest Yedievel™ a MOViNg Flece aliut shagecaech saend Lirik: 
ad ether valated matierse."Circus Of Death cores Pron ine feside of "Seiag 2cilec™ althauct 
the vewix dsesntt contain the near-Lecer: ety lest man on earth's cedia messsoe.7t elec hes 
ariew beginninc, from ane of LT's Seba irceseag SU set sure whic one,except that | think * ie 
First name*s Philip.The ext sne = "The Path GF Leest Resistance" is som Pegand Jess dirent- 
ty Furoy thar mast of the aibum¥Blind Youth" and "The Word fe? thiar te 
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enyone who has seen them live recertly,whils Lhe last sonc, an the 
single,is “Empire State Human",It*s one of the best tree 
material."“orale™ starts the secord side,a-4 is very near to Gary Mur 
dif®crence between the League ard. Sumac is that the Hramn League lo 
-ta “alk ebout loneliness ell the time.But itts = cemnectian that nos? 
the twa fail to sea."You'vs Last That Loving Feeling™® is a superlati 
Phil Specter semggit gains frem the stark treatment thet it reoaty 
Gre™® is a blatant though admitkedly very suecessful ric-oeff of *5me? 
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tre Sgt. Pepper alburgthe cemneetion is cam plstely verbal Chougn send the ee ever is 
Sotally origirpal."Zero As A Limit finiste; Ehe recerd,and is approari 7 Lofie 
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As “or the Hunan Leequets general virecticn ef the momert,it remad 
Will erier the Naw Year, Manegjer Bol: Las~ was emenatie that reus of a ap 


false,and in a brief phone uonuersetion {i was clear that any @dverse comments in 
had oviginated frem the change in direction,not from ary re3l split. .£verything e 
diseovered yo. will have read in the Papers aryulay,2xcept that the Human League wiJl he 
presercing ancthar "another Hurarn League product™ mex? yi ar. They ise aposrently in the 
studios at the moment recerding the second albungbut that came fron th Paper ,net 2 Renager. 
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SLITS Interview 


Voice Of Buddhatuhat's all this about aoing te Jamaica> 

ArizI just think of going alorg and whilst wetre there we'll eee what happens.Like,we'l) 
write more songs and meek other people. 

VOB:So you just went to go there to make a record,or just to have a haliday? 

Ari:Yes 

ViveNte 


e 
Le 


ArizwWe want to do both.It's just that the vibe is easier for music out theres Li 


3 6 Chanue 
to 3e warm and you just «tart singing.If you hava = hcliday you just start singing anyway, 


+ 


27 vou don*t have « holiday you don't feel like it.You dentt Poel like pieking up ar: instru. 
VO"sTs that why you den't gic so much? 

ArisI think so.I don't knew why. 

Vivsle're very funny about gigging. 

VUBslihy did you change se much in between the Jlohn Peel tapes aad recording the LF? 
Ari:It's natural progress. 

ViveGrowing up fast. "hat’s how it went, 

VO5:Do you consciously bring the reggae influence into your music? 

Ari:No,I dontl think we are reggae influenced.I think that when Lhere'ts a reggee tune it is 
a reggae tune.It's still the Slite* style because we're still the Slits. 
VOB:sYou're not still signed ts Islan? 

ViveNo. 

VOB:Are you thinking of joinirg an ind ependant? 

ViveNo,our own label. 

VOBswWhat are your feelings sbout doing a record nou? 


Vivedust trying te think of a way of doing it in « way that would be *un and differnt. 


VO33Sc at the moment you're just having a period of taking ine 

viveYeah,otherwise you find that you're just falling in a trapsyou make the next record and 
you go on the next tour.Naturally we dontt work like that. 

Ariswe're not a group.What makes us 3 "group" is that we're three individuals and we 

den't see ourselves as a nermel group. 


VOBswhat was all that talx about ysu splitting up in the papers? 


“ArisA load of shit.they like doing things like that to try and make you do soething. 


VOBsHave you thought of getting a new drummer? 

ViviNo,gwe dontt think about it at all - we've really changed.lWe're just letting thincs 
happen.It's really great at the momnet using Bruce(cf the Pop Group) because we heave to 
make sure he's around. 

VO8sWould you have a man drumming permanently for you again? 

ViveYeah,we don't give a shit. 


Arisl don*t think there are so meny girls’at the moment when there's already no menee'cos - 


cl 
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not that meny people can drum well, 


VOB: Do you think you'll carry on in the reggae direction? 


Vive No idea 

Ari: We don?t think ataut it that much and we don't worry altout it either. 
VDce: Taling about recording, what do you do when you go into the studio; do you 
just bash it cut? | 

Vive Na, not at all. The album was pretty well worked out. Next time it might 
not be so premediteted, 7 
Aris The thinz about studics and production is that they're really important and 
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you donft just "bash out" the recording. 


VD8s what mate you bring in Con Cherry, etc.? 
Vics We thoucht they were going in the same direction ac us. it was a good 
expetience. 
VDB: Was it easy for you to get them to do the tour? 
Vive Yeah. 

i: I'm not se sure it was so easy on the tour. 
VOB: Do you like touring? 
Ari: No. 
Vive No. That's the thing about the gigging. We want to make it different before 
we do it again. The whole thing's got te be something nau, There's semething so 
iri: if maybe something we never dco again. It could tbe something beyend our 
imagination. The same way in which sur songs will change. 
Vive We don*t just make ancther record, and we won'* just go aut om the next tour. 
&riz For all I know we might never make ansther albur, weil not for a long time 


anyweye 


-? - 
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Ari:Maybe we're the only nozmel people ieft. 


vivs Gigging's got reelly ordinary, doirg it the same 
clubs. 
Vive There's a lect of scul inflwance. 


Petr. 


st21]1 cantt nane cur music, you sould jus~ 3a 


ViveYou cantt keen en writing songs and playirg music 
inge : 
Ari:If we have é drummer it's gct to be a fuking qocd 


~ 


Arisihere was a 


to think about them, you don?t 
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Vivskither wetre always split up or we never are. 


oe 


Vivertts really weird tc be trentec like a baring ol 


youtve got 


drummer. 


time 3. years ago when you thouaht about the press, 


hate ther any more , the whole 


bie tobos SALA Es 
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THE JAM: SETTING SCNS, 


SIDE. ONE. 23 
GIRL ON THE FHONE s Prob::bly the*PopSong of the album, Starts with ringing 


{i thought §t was me phone when 1 First hesrd it) Uncle tom didnt give us 
ali the lyrics Sut 1 like the "suck my cock " bit Payt. 


THICK AS THIEVES: His Songs sre grey and depressing yet they're-all true, 
and we can all relate to them{gawd knows: what that means) . 
Another WELLER masterpiece, - : > 


FRIVATE HELLs I suppose this song's about depression, all the otner music 
Papers have sane explainations for his songs bul. I think you have toa make 
your own mind up about them.i've liked ther: through thick and CHA sty 

listen for yoursel?, 


LITTLE 80Y SOLDIERS: T'ts got ‘tasty background noises the song tells of 
some poor scd who is living his life away in-ap=thy then some pence 
comes along and tells him to Fight for his country. 

"’"hese days I find I can't he botherec, 
Thewe days I find that I'm out of souch,Tco pick up a gun and shoct 


‘tt i've got no choice so hare . Some - 
g choice sa hare come WAR GAMES." 


strencer, 


) 


WASTELAND:Lovely recorder and it shows how much thie bend have progressed. 
Weller has started to use different instruments and this creates a new 
sound. I'm glad he diddn't take the easy way out and make an album for 
Silly mods, 


SIDE Two: : : 
BURNING SKY:Each song of WELLER'S has a mesoning and this song tells of ° 
how we grow up and ga our seperate ways. 


SATURDAYS KIDSs:"Not a given thought,it's the system. 

Hate the systern what's the systemn.™ — 
ctds again, probably one one of the nest songs they've ever dune, 
rays the true Life of the oles , who are we to say plebs, we are. 
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plebs,. 
"Saving up their money for a haliday, 
To selsey bill or beackleshan bay(I've been there). 


hink about the future wien we'll settle daw, 
Marry the girl n-xt door with one on the way." 
THE ETON RITLEStwhat more can T Sav , Catchy lyrics , hos. Teirg1 3s 
Longer guitar muddle at the end than the single. : 
"A GREAT PILONKER™, 


HEATWAVE sMick Talbut on piann (Thatts-one for the mod elite).Typical Jam 
zencition of this , retains all itte live impetus. . ; 


; . ° ° ° shee ee ; o) 7 ay m 
Personally I think this is really oreat, andi don't care BSE eee Or MMe saa 
I thought "Mod Cons" wes good but wleller's taking the piss, 4e just comes up ui’ 
gem every time .lleller portrays realgity, but dosn't pre ch crap iike the rest 


VOIC@. vors, 2. sound From 
Lhe mMOQutn = 42 
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of , ov, ov, adv. Showing 
roup from which 
a thing 1s chosen 
(2) Showing possession 
(3) about, Concerning 


- Buddha. booda,.a. the © 

_ Wise, a title applied 
to the Founder of 
the Buddhist religion 


